Bloomberg National Poll

SELZER & COMPANY Study #1993

1,004 U.S. adults ages 18 and over July 9-12, 2010

Margin of Error: = 3.1 percentage points Weighted by age and race
Methodology

July 13 (Bloomberg) -- The Bloomberg National Poll, conducted July 9-12 for Bloomberg News by
Selzer & Co. Inc. of Des Moines, 1A, is based on interviews with 1,004 U.S. adults ages 18 or older.

Interviewers contacted households with randomly selected landline and cell phone telephone numbers.
Percentages based on the full sample may have a maximum margin of error of plus or minus 3.1
percentage points.

Responses were weighted by age and race to reflect the general population based on recent census data.
Results based on smaller samples of respondents—such as by gender or age—have a larger margin of
error. Republishing the copyrighted Bloomberg National Poll without credit to Bloomberg News is
prohibited.

Poll Questions

In general, do you think things in the nation are headed in the right direction, or have they gotten off on
the wrong track?

31 Right direction
63 Wrong track
6 Not sure

Which of the following do you see as the most important issue facing the country right now? (Read list.
Rotate.) Sorted.

41 Unemployment and jobs
26 The federal deficit and government spending
13 The oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico

9  Health care

7 The war in Afghanistan

1 Other (VOL) (specify:)

3 Not sure

What is your attitude about today’s economic environment? Are you:

23 Getting back to normal

54 Still hunkering down

16 Seeing opportunity and taking more risks
7 Have no idea

Let me ask you about the U.S. economy specifically—do you feel it is starting to get better, staying the
same, or is getting worse?

28 Getting better

36  Staying same

35 Getting worse
1 Not sure
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In general, would you say you are personally better off or worse off today than you were 18 months ago,
or are you in about the same situation?

17 Better off

29 Worse off

54 About the same
- Not sure

Many economists say the U.S. emerged from the recession last year. Which of the following best reflects
your opinion? (Read list.)

13 The economy is faltering and we will fall back into recession

14 The economy is on solid ground and we will not fall back into recession

71 Regardless of what economists say, it still feels like we are in a recession
2 Not sure

The U.S. currently has a huge budget deficit and a high unemployment rate. Which should take
priority—reducing the budget deficit or reducing the unemployment rate?

28 Reducing the budget deficit
70 Reducing the unemployment rate
2 Not sure

Long-term unemployment is near a record high. The government is considering again extending
unemployment benefits so that people could continue to receive payments for as long as 99 weeks,
instead of the normal 26-week cut-off. That would add $34 billion to the deficit. Do you favor or oppose
extending unemployment benefits?

47 Favor
49 Oppose
4 Not sure

Which of the following best describes your attitude toward the federal budget deficit? (Read list.)

52 Itis dangerously out of control and threatens our economic future

43 It is a manageable burden that will require some sacrifice down the road
4 It will cause no lasting harm
1 Not sure
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I’m going to mention some general approaches that could be considered to help decrease the
deficit—some of which may mean a sacrifice for you and your household. For each, please tell me
if you think this approach should be strongly considered, just considered, or taken off the table.
(Read list. Rotate.)

Strongly Taken off
Considered Considered Table Not Sure

On Social Security, remove the cap so that wages

over $107,000 a year are subject to the tax 39 40 18 3
On Medicare, raise the age at which people become

eligible from 65 to 67 18 34 47 1
Allow the income tax rate for the highest income

earners to go back up to where it was 10 years

ago 41 31 22 6
Raise the income tax rate on middle-class

Americans by 2% 8 28 63 1
Cut federal spending on roads, bridges and public

transportation 16 40 43 1
Reduce Social Security and Medicare benefits 9 18 72 1

Stop extending unemployment benefits beyond the

usual 26 weeks to workers who lost their jobs

during the recession 24 35 40 1
Cut spending on government programs such as

education, public housing, and regulatory

agencies 23 31 44 2
Cut defense spending 26 34 38 2
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Is it your sense that the amount you pay in federal income taxes is higher or lower than it was under the
Bush administration, or is it about the same?

20  Higher
7 Lower

65 About the same
8 Not sure

Do you think the Troubled Asset Relief Program, known as TARP, was necessary to prevent the
financial industry from failing and drastically hurting the US economy, or was it an unneeded bailout?

28 Was necessary
58 Unneeded bailout
14  Not sure

In general, what is your view on the need for government regulation—do you think there is a need for
more regulation, less regulation, or about the same as we have now?

35 More regulation
33 Less regulation
30 Same as now

2 Not sure

Congress is on the verge of passing a bill that creates new regulations for financial institutions. Is it
your sense this legislation does more to protect the financial industry or more to protect consumers?

47  The financial industry
38 Consumers

1  Both equal (VOL)
14  Not sure

Is it your sense the new rules passed by Congress will require big Wall Street banks to make major
changes in the way they do business, minor changes, or will it really amount to very little if any change?

21  Major changes

22 Minor changes

47  Very little if any change
10 Not sure

How confident are you that the new financial regulations will prevent or seriously soften the impact of
another crisis—very confident, fairly confident, just somewhat confident, or not confident?

5  Very confident
13 Fairly confident
35  Just somewhat confident
44  Not confident

3 Not sure
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How confident are you that the new financial regulations will make your savings and financial assets
more secure—very confident, fairly confident, just somewhat confident, or not confident?

4 Very confident
15  Fairly confident
38  Just somewhat confident
40  Not confident

3 Not sure

If the economy remains weak and a big financial company teeters on collapse later this year, which of
the following do you think would be the best move for the federal government: (Read list.)

32 To let the company fail—the private sector should deal with the consequences of its actions
50 To force the company to work its way through its problems, including bankruptcy, through the
courts
16  To do whatever is necessary to keep the company and its jobs intact, and avoid significant
impact on the economy, even if it means taxpayers have to foot the bill
2 Not sure

I’m going to mention some issues that have been in the news recently. For each, please tell me if you
have become more supportive in the past few months, less supportive, or if your opinion on the issue
has not changed.

More Less Not
Supportive Supportive No change Sure
Federal money loaned to automotive
companies to help them stay in business 17 48 35 -
Tougher regulations on Wall Street firms 45 15 38 2
The stimulus bill passed in 2009 designed to
create new jobs 35 31 33 1

SELZER & COMPANY
PAGE 5



